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DEATH OF CLIFFORD THOMSON, EDITOR. 

ARLY Sunday morning, September 29, Clifford Thomson, 
F for many years editor-in-chief of THE SPrECTATOR, 
passed away at East Orange, N. J., after a protracted illness, 
in his seventy-ninth year. To the members of the staff of 
this paper, many of whom had been associated with him for 
a long period of years, his death causes.a deep sense of pei- 
sonal loss which only the lapse of time can serve to ameliorate. 
Col, Thomson, as he was generally and familiarly called, pos- 
sessed a genial disposition, which enabled him to look always 
on the bright side of a situation and to view with an enviable 
degree of composure matters which may have gone wrong. 
His subordinates early learned to consider him with a degree 
of affectionate respect, while his associates in the conduct of 
the business of The Spectator Company appreciated greatly 
the clarity of his views and judgment on questions of im- 
portance. 

As will be seen from the sketch printed on another page, 
his life was a varied and busy one, covering a wide range of 
interests. As a young man, he saw much of the then sparsely 
settled Western section of the country, concerning which he 
possessed a fund of anecdote, and delighted in his later years 
to contrast the ease of the present with the hardships of 
pioneer days. When the call to arms came in 1861 he was 
one of the first to respond, and his military service was not 
only highly creditable to himself, but of great benefit to the 
cause he served. : 

It is unnecessary to refer here to the service rendered by 
him to the great insurance interests of the country. The 
wielder of a facile pen, possessed of a trenchant style, he com- 
mented upon insurance events from an impartial standpoint 
in a manner which won the encomiums of insurance men gen- 
erally. 

Col. Thomson has completed his course and has left be- 
hind him a record which teems with instances of work well 
and faithfully performed. 


PELLET EME 























































T is interesting to note that Governor Marshall of Indiana, 
| who may be the next Vice-President of the United States, 
has issued a proclamation setting aside October 9 as “Fire 
Prevention Day.” Numerous other State Governors have 
done likewise, to their credit be it said; but Governor Mar- 
shall’s action is particularly noteworthy, because of his pres- 
ent prominence as a Vice-Presidential candidate, and because 
it is an indication that his influence in public life will be 
thrown wth those actively working for the conservation of 
life and property in this country. 


SiR RENE NAEP AE. 





WORD in favor of the classification of fire risks has been 

spoken by Henry Evans, president of the Continental 

and the Fidelity-Phenix of New York, who wrote an officer 
of his company, in part, as follows: 


To say that classifications have no value is to say that experience 
is worthless. Because of the constantly changing conditions, classifi- 
cation figures are not absolute guides, but they give valuable informa- 
tion that the companies should not be without, and they should be the 
basis of schedule charges. 

Further, if the companies do not establish classification systems, the 
States will do it for them. We face a condition that we may be able 
to fight off for a time, but to which, in the end, we must give way. 

Some years ago the non-paying hazard movement resulted in much 
good. It revealed to many that there were classes that yielded a 
steady loss, and the result was a hardening of rates that was helpful 
to all, because we all had to write the business even when some of us 
knew it was a losing one. 

From our standpoint as a strong company, anything that will open 
the eyes of our ignorant competitors is sure to help us, and I favor, 
under proper restrictions, the Combined Experience Tables, and 
helieve they should be the basis of all schedule charges. 





Mr. Evans also expresses his belief that the principle of 
the Universal Mercantile Schedule is right, and that the sched- 
ule named should be perfected to meet present conditions and 
be made the basis of all ratings. As Mr. Evans’ companies 
maintain very elaborate classifications of their experience with 
various kinds of risks, he should be well qualified to judge of 
the usefulness of such data, for his companies are recognized 
as being among the most successful in the country. 





HE contention is made so frequently of late by Fire Mar- 
shals and State officials who offer over-insurance as the 
solution for the large number of incendiary fires, that all com- 
panies are beginning to feel that the charges are falling on 
them in an indirect way, and they are looking about for some ) 
means of convincing the public that every effort is being 
made to hold the insurance to within a reasonable relation 
to the value of the property. The Western Union is making 
a strong effort to uphold the companies in this matter and has 
gone into statistics to show that the claims made by State 
employees can be contradicted. The result is that the pro- | 
portion of incendiary fires due to over-insurance has been ) 
found to be very small, and the opinion was reached that the 
complaints of the Fire Marshals are largely due to the fact 
that only suspicious fires are brought to their attention, which 
causes them to magnify the amount of over-insurance that 
develops. A tabulation of 55,391 fires reported during three 
months by forty-four companies shows that losses in which 
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over-insurance appeared numbered only 783, and a large part 
of this was due to the fluctuation of trade, with no suspicious 
criminal intent. A satisfactory explanation of the cause was 
given in thirty-three per cent of the 783 cases, and while the 
causes reported as unknown amounted to twenty-nine per 
cent, no cause was given in 16.5 per cent, and the suspicious 
causes were only seven per cent. Taken as a criterion, this 
small per cent of suspicious blazes leaves little ground upon 
which Fire Marshals can base the charge that over-insurance 
plays any important part, and also that statistics will go a long 
way toward silencing any further reference to over-insurance 
as the cause of incendiary fires. 


HE Iowa Employers Liability Commission, in reporting 
what is described as the most radical workmen’s com- 
pensation measure yet suggested in this country, was divided 
in its counsels, and a minority report is to be filed shortly. 
The majority recommendation proposes a million-dollar re- 
serve fund and a system of State mutual insurance. This 
system in essence proposes to ultimately eliminate the transac- 
tion of liability insurance by stock companies, and, at the same 
time, plans to reinsure the risks in such companies until the 
reserve fund reaches the amount proposed. Assuming that 
the liability companies will acquiesce in such an arrangement, 
it seems rather inconsistent that companies which appear to 
be sound and reliable enough to carry the burden of risk for 
the State mutual should, at the same time, be practically 
driven out of the State, as far as liability lines are concerned, 
by a provision in the proposed act making membership in the 
State association compulsory on the employer. The tendency 
on the part of many commissions such as are now drawing 
proposals of this nature seems to be inimical to stock liability 
companies, based doubtless on an erroneous assumption that 
such companies are opposed to compensation measures. This 
cannot be denied too vehemently. No commercial enter- 
prise has felt the antiquated inadequacy of our old system 
of liability and negligence law as deeply as the liability insur- 
ance business. The liability companies have everywhere co- 
operated cheerfully in assisting the movement for better legis- 
lation on this subject, and a proposed measure to remove them 
from the field in favor of a State monopoly bolstered up on 
their assistance may be legal, but can scarcely be called 
ethical. 





OR several years past the subject of uniform blanks for 
the use of fire insurance agents has been discussed, and 

it has for some time been under consideration by a sub- 
committee composed of E. H. A. Correa, vice-president of 
the Home of New York; Henry Evans, president of the 
Continental of New York, and C. F. Hildreth of Freeport, 
Ill., representing, as chairman of the Committee on Uniform 
Blanks, the National Association of Local Fire Insurance 
Agents. The sub-committee went into the matter ex- 
haustively, giving much study to the various blanks now in 
use, and has adopted a set of forms, which have been sub- 
jected to the most careful tests, to ascertain their fitness for 
general use. They are prepared in proper size and spacing 
for being filled in by typewriter, and embrace forms for fire 
policy and daily report; tornado policy and daify report; ac- 





count current blank, graded commission (two sizes) ; account 
current blank, flat commission (two sizes), and endorsement 
blank. Much might be said in advocacy of the use of uni- 
form blanks. Such a practice should result in the saving of 
a great deal of valuable time in agencies and head offices, 


greater accuracy in reporting and accounting, with the advan- 


tage of reducing correspondence, and a saving in expense of 
printing and postage. The committee does not claim that 
the blanks which it has finally prepared are superior to those 
now in use by one or more companies, but they are believed 
to be thoroughly practicable and sufficiently comprehensive 
to meet all the requirements of companies and agents. It 
now remains for the companies to individually adopt these 
blanks for use in their agencies when present stocks of blanks 
are exhausted; and the committee, having devoted much 
thought and work to the matter, is naturally awaiting with 
lively interest the expressions of the respective companies as 
to their willingness to do so. It is hoped that the committee’s 
work will not go for naught, but that the new blanks will be 
universally adopted by the companies. 





NENT the reports on the proceedings of the Fifteenth 
International Congress on Hygiene and Demography 
held in Washington last week, Robert Lynn Cox, general 
counsel of the Association of Life Insurance Presidents, 
says: “These valuable scientific discoveries and recom- 
mendations as to ways and means of stifling disease and pro- 
longing life will go into ponderous volumes to be published 
from time to time. Evidently the assumption is that the gen- 
eral public will read them. We know that they won’t.” The 
difficulty seems to be that scientific investigators are far too 
content to read papers on their discoveries before learned so- 
cieties or to publish only in scientific journals of limited 
circulation. The general public neither has access to these 
meetings nor does it read the scientific periodicals ; and, if it 
did, it would doubtless be unutterably bored. The general 
public, which admittedly has much to learn in the very ele- 
ments of hygiene and sanitation, gets its science, to a large 
extent, from the same source as it gets its politics—the daily 
papers and the ten-cent magazines—many of which (and 
unfortunately those of largest circulation) are incitive and 
lurid and warped to the sensational. Of course, the general 
public will not read the ponderous volumes of which Mr. Cox 
speaks ; but it will read the cleverly written re-writes of them 
in a thousand gaudy-covered Sunday supplements and a hun- 
dred cheap magazines; and as a result thereof it will be 
actuated, not by a healthy impulse to immediate co-operative 
action for more healthful surroundings and modes of living, 
but by an unreasoning fear of immediate death, which very 
presently wears off. The fault lies not with the general pub- 
lic, which must of necessity continue to be as it always has 
been, comparatively impressionable and illiterate. The first 
real step must come from the other side. Dr. Woods Hutchin- 
son sets a notable example which other experts in hygiene 
and public health may well emulate. The presentation of 
prolix discussions is not what the public will assimilate, but 
much good may be accomplished by well-written articles on 
such subjects, which not only interest and instruct but en- 
tertain. 
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DEATH OF MAJOR CLIFFORD THOMSON. 


Prominent Insurance Publisher Passes Away—Record of Major 
Clifford Thomson—Funeral Services at East Orange. 


In our editorial columns the death is announced on Sunday morning 
last at East Orange, N. J., of Col. Clifford Thomson—as he was gen- 
erally known—for thirty-four years editor-in-chief of THe SPECTATOR. 

Major Thomson was born in Fulton, N. Y., April 15, 1834, where 
his father, Edwin Thomson, was a lawyer with an extensive practice. 
He removed to Ann Arbor, Mich., about 1840, where Major Thomson 
passed his early years. It was intended that he should enter the 
Michigan University, but he was not of a studious nature and solved 
the problem of his education by hiring himself out as a “devil” in a 
printing office. Having learned to set type and run a hand press on a 
weekly paper, he came East to Rochester, N. Y., to learn the printer's 
trade more thoroughly than could then be done in Ann Arbor. 
After becoming a journeyman printer, he wandered about consider- 
ably, finally reaching New York, where he found employment on The 
Tribune. His health failing, in 1856 he went to Minnesota, and for 
two or three years lived among the Indians. Next he turned up as a 
gold miner in California, and for a time was a compositor on The 
Sacramento Union. In 1860 he returned to New York and again 
entered the service of The Tribune as a reporter in the city depart- 
ment. He was so employed when the war broke out, and on the day 
when President Lincoln issued his proclamation calling for 75,000 
volunteers, Major Thomson was enrolled as a private in the Lincoin 
Cavalry, which subsequently became officially the First New York 
Cavalry. When the regiment arrived in Washington, Major Thomson 
was appointed Second Lieutenant of Company A. He was with his 
regiment during the seven days’ fighting on the Peninsular Campaign, 
after having laid in the Chickahominy swamps for several weeks. 
On arriving at Harrison’s Landing, Major Thomson was stricken 
with the Chickahominy fever and sent home as a dying man. Or 
recovery he attempted to join his regiment, then in Pennsylvania, but 
was stopped by General Pleasanton, commanding the cavalry, and 
detailed as aide-de-camp upon his staff. The battle of South 
Mountain was just beginning, and the General and his staff were 
kept fully occupied until the enemy retreated in the direction of 
Antietam. Major Thomson continued upon the staff of General 
Pleasanton, who commanded the cavalry corps, until the close of the 
war, participating in all the battles of the Army of the Potomac up 
to the time of General Grant’s taking command. General Pleasanton 
was ordered to Missouri to command the cavalry that had been 
hastily gotten together to drive the Confederate force under General 
Stirling Price out of that State. At the close of the war, Major 
Thomson was appointed Major of the Fifth United States Volunteer 
Colored Cavalry, with which regiment he served until it was finally 
mustered out in March, 1866. Major Thomson’s service covered five 
years, during which time he was continuously with the cavalry, and 
most of the time actively in the field. 

While serving in St. Louis, and later in Louisville, Major Thomson 
was appointed Judge Advocate of Court Martial and Military Com- 
missions, in which capacity he prosecuted a number of the guerillas 
that infested Missouri and Kentucky, and also some prominent Con- 
federate sympathizers. 

For “distinguished services” with the Army of the Potomac, Major 
Thomson received two brevets, one as Captain and one as Major. 
At Chancellorsville he rendered special service, for which he was 
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. In making the award 
the Assistant Secretary of War used the following language: 

“This officer volunteered to ascertain the character of approaching 
troops, rode up so closely as to distinguish the features of the enemy, 
and as he wheeled to return they opened fire with musketry, the 
Union troops returning same. Under a terrific fire from both sides 
Lieutenant Thomson rode back unhurt to the Federal lines, averting 
a terrible disaster to the army by his heroic act.” 

On being mustered out of service with his regiment, Major 
Thomson returned to New York and again engaged in journalism. 
He became night editor of The Daily Times and later city editor of 
The Evening Mail. In 1877 he became editor of Tue Spectator, and 
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soon purchased an interest in the publication business of The Specta- 
tor Company, in which connection he continued till death called 
him. Throughout his entire life Major Thomson was identified with 
journalism, either with daily publications or in the special field of 
insurance, holding the position of editor-in-chief of THe Spectator 
and the numerous insurance publications of that company over thirty- 
four years, during that period being associated with Arthur L, J. 
Smith, now president of The Spectator Company. For several years, 
Major Thomson, on account of advancing age and ill-health, was not 
able to attend to the details of business, and was away from the 
office for twenty months prior to his death, continuing, however, as 
vice-president of the company, in an advisory capacity, up to the 
time of his passing away. 

Major Thomson had an extensive acquaintance among old-time 
newspaper men, including Horace Greeley, Henry I. Raymond, Charles 
A Dana, John Swinton, Isaac England and numerous others whose 
names were familiar twenty-five and thirty years ago. His elder, and 
only brother, Mortimer Thomson, was also a journalist, and acquired 
an extended reputation before the war as a humorous writer over the 
signature of “Q. K, Philander Doesticks, P. B.” 

Major Thomson was a member of the Loyal Legion, the Medal of 
Honor Legion, the Automobile Club and several social organizations. 
He was a director in the Hudson Trust Company, also in The Specta- 
tor Company. He was a resident of East Orange, N. J. A portrait 
of Major Thomson appears elsewhere as a supplement to this issue 
of Tue Specrator. Major Thomson is survived by a widow and two 
daughters, one of whom is the wife of John L, Lockwood, attorney- 
at-law. 

The funeral services were held on Wednesday morning at St. 
Mary’s Church, East Orange, and were attended by many of his old 
associates in business life, as well as a number of prominent insurance 
men and army comrades. 


A few months ago when Major Thomson realized that he would 
never be restored to health sufficiently to enable him to resume office 
duties, he resigned as editor-in-chief of THe Spectator, whereupon, 
at a special meeting of the board of directors of The Spectator Com- 
pany, called for that purpose, his resignation was accepted, and the 
following resolutions adopted and made a record in the minutes of 
the corporation: 


Whereas, Colonel Clifford Thomson, after holding the position of 
editor of THe Spectator for some thirty-four years, has been im- 
pelled by continued ill-health to tender his resignation as editor, and, 

Whereas, The board of directors of The Spectator Company, while 
reluctantly accepting Colonel Thomson’s resignation as editor, as of 
and from April 1, 1912, recognize his long, faithful and valuable 
services to The Spectator Company, be it 

Resolved, That the board of directors of The Spectator Company 
have received and accepted, with the deepest regret, the resignation 
of Colonel Clifford Thomson as editor of THe Spectator, a posi- 
tion which he has filled with notable efficiency and faithfulness for 
more than a third of a century, and the duties of which position he is 
now obliged by ill-health to relinquish. During the long period in 
which Colonel Thomson so capably performed the duties of editor, 
not only THe Spectator, but Thé Spectator Company, increased their 
reputations as authorities upon insurance subjects, and their fields of 
influence and their business operations have become practically world- 
wide in their scope. The broad-minded attitude always taken by 
Colonel Thomson upon important matters, together with his wise 
guidance of the affairs under his jurisdiction, has aided in large 
measure the saccess which has attended the course of The Spectator 
Company. His kindly and courteous intercourse with his brother 
officers and’ employees has endeared him to his associates, and pro- 
duced a degree of harmony and co-operation which was greatly 
appreciated by all. After nearly sixty-five years spent in active 
business, the last thirty-five years having been in the continuous 
service of The Spectator Company, and since 1886 as one of the 
officers and owners of the company, Colonel Thomson is now forced 
by continued ill-health to withdraw from active business, much to 
the regret of the directors of the company, who hereby express their 
sorrow at the severance of the intimate and pleasant relations which 
haye so long subsisted between them and Colonel Thomson. In his 
retirement, the directors feel that they lose close intercourse with a 
wise counselor and an esteemed friend and associate. It is their 
earnest hope that Colonel Thomson may soon regain a good measure 
of health, and that he may for years to come be spared to his family 
and friends. 

Resolved,. That these resolutions be inscribed upon the minutes of 
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The Spectator Company, and that a copy of them, suitably engrossed 
and signed by the officers of the company, be presented to Colonel 
Thomson. 


At a meeting of insurance journalists, held October 1, 1912, to 
take action on the death of Major Clifford Thomson, for over thirty- 
four years editor-in-chief of THe Spectator, the following memorial 
was unanimously adopted: 


“In the death of Clifford Thomson our profession has lost a man 
of marked ability. He was a writer of force, whose work has had 
great influence in helping to shape aright a business to which he de- 
voted the best years of a busy life. He was an exponent and advocate 
of ripe experience and unshaken loyalty. That branch of journalism 
enlisted in the interest of insurance has been deprived of the support 
and counsel of a member who was devoted in honor and sincerity to 
its highest aspirations. He was a gallant soldier, a distinguished 
officer and newspaper man of the finest type. His friends and asso- 
ciates knew him as a genial comrade and a brave gentleman. 

“It is ordered that a copy of this formal expression of our regret 
and sympathy be engrossed and sent to his family and his business 
associates, with the assurance that we share with them a sense of 
great loss.” 

The above resolutions, adopted by the Assemblage of Journalists, 


were signed by AS ees. 
Gro. W. OLNEY, 
Wy. E. UnpbeErwoop. 











LIFE INSURANCE TOPICS — 











THE MIDDLE STATES. 


Order of the Golden Seal to Reinsure Business of Assurance 
League of America, 

The Assurance League of America, of New York, formerly the 
Jewelers League, is making arrangements to reinsure its business in 
the Order of the Golden Seal of Roxbury, N. Y., a fraternal. An offer 
for reinsurance was made from this order as well as the Metropolitan 
Life of New York, but a vote of the members was in favor of the fra- 
ternal. The matter will be approved by the New York Insurance De- 
partment if a satisfactory contract is submitted by both. The old 
Jewelers League was organized in 1877 and at one time numbered 3000 


jewelers, but the membership has decreased to about 900. The name’ 


was changed to the Assurance League of America four years ago, when 
the members were rerated and their assessments increased. 





New York Life Applies the Brakes. 

Fieldmen of the New York Life have been notified that on October 1 
the company had practically reached the limit of new business—$198,- 
000,000—allowed it for the year. That is, the new business on which 
premiums have been paid, together with the business written but not 
paid for, is up to the limit permitted by law. For the rest of the year, 
therefore, the only business delivered will be that upon which the full 
premium is collected at the time the application is signed. All other 
business will be issued subject to delivery after January 1, 1913. The 
agents are urged to report promptly on outstanding business, sending 
in either the cash premiums or the policies for cancellation. New busi- 
ness will be released for immediate delivery as fast as a correspond- 
ing amount of suspended business is released by cancellation. 





Organize Aetna Club at New York, 

An organization to be known as the Altna Club, and composed of 
heads of departments, superintendents of nearby local offices and 
counter men of the New York branch of the Atna Life of Hartford, 
has been perfected. Officers elected were as follows: Alfred J. Hodson, 
president; Hugh Robinson, first vice-president; J. J. Phelan, second 
vice-president, and Frank Dupree, secretary and treasurer. The first 
banquet was given Tuesday last, and was attended by Vice-Presidents 
W. C. Faxon and J. Scofield Rowe of the home office. 





—Henry Coit Mortimer, a trustee of the New York Life, died at Barnstable, 
Mass., on Monday, September 30, in his sixty-third year. 


—The New York Life is investing a large amount in real estate mortgages, and 
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at the close of September nearly twenty-eight million dollars had been thus 
invested this year. The company will net about 5% per cent on that amount. 


—Dr. Albert Wood, aged seventy-nine years, medical director of the State 
Mutual Life of Worcester, Mass., died Thursday last at his home in that city. 
He had been with the State Mutual since 1889, and had been a director in the 
company since 1883, 


—The Tax Department of the city of New York has placed the following 
valuations upon buildings in that city owned by life insurance companies: 
Metropolitan Life, $12,415,000; Equitable Life, $11,000,000; Mutual Life, $10,- 
000,000, and New York Life $4,100,000, 

—During August, designated as ‘‘Doremus month” in commemoration of the 
seventieth birthday of President Cornelius Doremus, the new business issued by 
the Germania Life of New York amounted to two and three-quarter millions. 
The company reports an exceptionally good outlook for new business for the 
balance of the year and confidently expects to close it with a record production 
of over $18,000,000 of paid-for business. 


—The Edward A. Woods Agency representatives at Pittsburg for the Equitable 
Life of New York have completed elaborate plans for the fall business. The 
campaign was outlined at meetings held on two occasions, once at the Country 
Club and the other at the Edgewood Club, Sewickley. Luncheon and dinner 
were served, On Tuesday, Manager Woods entertained his force on the grounds 
of his home at Sewickley Heights around an immense bonfire. Dr. J. V. E. 
Westfall, head of the Bureau of Statistics, and H. R. Courson, the auditor of the 
Equitable, were present at both meetings. 





THE WEST. 





International Life of St. Louis Holds Convention of $100,000 Club. 


The International Life’s $100,000 Club Convention was held at St. 
Louis on September 26 to 28. The winners for the club honors were 
Albert Laib, Pennsylvania, president; J. D. Sommer, Washington, first 
vice-president; Clyde Barker, Illinois, second vice-president; W. E. 
Jones, Colorado, third vice-president; L. A. Freed, Texas, fourth vice- 
president. 

The programme for the convention was as follows: Thursday— 
Luncheon at Specht’s, universal fair and races, dinner at Cicardi’s, 
theatre party. Friday—Luncheon and business session at the Mer- 
cantile Club, baseball game, banquet at Cafferata’s. Saturday—Luncheon 
at Faust’s, matinee, motordrome races. 

The banquet Friday night at Cafferata’s was quite a feature of the 
entertainment. The speakers and subjects were as follows: Massey 
Wilson, president International Life, Conservation in Life Insurance; 
Garrett Brown, editor Insurance Leader, The International Life; 
Albert Wilt, West Virginia, Why Prospects Object to Receiving a life 
Agent and How to Overcome It; Dr. R. A. Babler, chief medical director 
International Life, Selection of Risks and Appointment of Examiners; 
W. E. Jones, Colorado, How to Make Policyholders Do Your Field 
Work; Albert Laib, Pennsylvania, Finding and Developing Agency Ma- 
terial; J. L. Babler, vice-president and general manager of agencies, 
The Club. Walter Barger, West Virginia, toastmaster. 

The Question Box discussed on Saturday covered a wide range and 
occupied a good part of the afternoon. The place for holding the 1913 
Club Convention will be left to the agents qualifying for the next 
meeting. 





—The German-American Life of Omaha reports that business has been showing 
a steady increase and that the members of the company are particularly pleased 
at the present good business. 

—Charles H. Breckett, associate professor of mathematics at Purdue University 
of La Fayette, Ind., and actuary of the La Fayette Life of that city, has been 
appointed actuary of the State Life of Indianapolis. 

—The Northwestern Life of Aberdeen, S. D., has been changed from a mutual 
to an old-line stock legal-reserve company, and the deposit of $100,000 required 
has been filed with the Insurance Department of that State. 

—The Roman Standard Life has been organized at Manistee, Mich., with a 
capital of $100,000, and a charter has been granted by the Michigan Insurance 
Department. Justice McAlvay of the State Supreme Court has been elected 
president, and W. E. Cole, secretary. 

—Seventy-five agents of the Columbus Mutual Life met at the home office in 
Columbus Friday last for the discussion of topics of interest in their work. 
President C. W. Brandon addressed the agents in the afternoon and presided at 
the banquet held at the Columbus Hotel in the evening. 

—Charles W. McLaughlin of Portland, Ind., has brought suit in the Superior 
Court at Indianapolis for an accounting, judgment and immediate appointment of 
receiver for the Bankers Life Company of Des Moines. He alleges that the 
recent change of the company from assessment to old-line basis has jeopardized 
the rights of members. 





THE SOUTH. 





——Owing to expansion of business it has been necessary for the Guarantee Life 
of Houston, Tex., to seek larger quarters, and it is now ensconced in handsome 
and commodious quarters on the fifth floor of the Carter building, a new ¢ighteen- 
story structure. The company will be able to put six millions of business on the 
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books this year, and has already received applications for $4,031,540. During 
August the production was $679,000. 


—Ralph B. Colt, formerly of the Security Life of Greensboro, N. C., which has 
been merged with the Jefferson Standard, has been retained in that capacity by 
the consolidated company. C, W. Jackson, actuary of the Greensboro Life, an- 
other of the merged companies, has resigned to become actuary of the Postal 
Life of New York. 


—Victor A. Smith, who has been with the State Mutual Life of Rome, Ga., 
ever since it was organized, has succeeded E. B, Barclay, resigned, and will have 
charge of the advertising and purchasing departments. A. B. Utter, formerly 
inspector for the company, has taken charge of the agency matters, succeeding 
J. C. O'Dell, resigned. 


—The Waco Morning News of September 27 gives credit to Artemas R. 
Roberts as one of the men who are making Waco. Mr. Roberts is president of 
the Amicable Life, which has erected a twenty-two-story building in Waco. A 
sketch by the staff cartoonist is given which does not flatter Mr. Roberts much, 
although it gives one an idea of his girth. 





MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON HYGIENE AND DEMO- 
GRAPHY. 


Prominent Insurance Men Attend—Many New Ideas on Life 
Conservation Made Public. 


The Fifteenth International Congress on Hygiene and Demography, 
which met in Washington last week, attracted much attention in 
life insurance circles on account of the discussions on sanitation and 
other factors in conservation of human life. The Association of Life 
Insurance Presidents was represented at the Congress by its general 
counsel, Robert Lynn Cox, and the following members of its health 
committee: Chairman, F. W. Jenkins, president of the Security Mutual 
Life of Binghamton, N. Y.; W. F. Dix, secretary Mutual Life, New 
York; J. L. English, vice-president Awtna Life, Hartford; E. 8S. Scott, 
president Franklin Life, Springfield, Ill. Dr. A. S. Knight, medical 
directors of the Metropolitan Life, New York, was represented on 
the committee by Dr. Horace J. Hawk, superintendent in charge of the 
Metropolitan’s Sanitorium. Other members of the committee, includ- 
ing John K. Gore, vice-president and actuary of the Prudential of 
Newark, and J. R. Clark, president of the Union Central of Cincinnati, 
attended. 

Among the speakers were: Dr. Lee K. Frankel, assistant secretary 
Metropolitan Life, New York, on Industrial Insurance the Basis of In- 
dustrial Hygiene; Frederick L: Hoffman, LL.D., statistician Pruden- 
tial Insurance Company, Newark, N. J., on Industrial Accidents and 
Trade Diseases in the United States, and on The Present Position of 
Vital Statistics in the United States, and Miles M. Dawson, actuary, New 
York, on Progress Toward the Construction of Life Tables for the 
Population of the United States. 

Robert Lynn Cox, in a very able letter to The New York Times on 
Monday last, summed up the magnitude and importance of the poten- 
tialities for longer life and better living brought out in the papers read 
and discussions held at the congress. He remarks, however, that it 
is extremely doubtful that all the scientific facts relating to proper 
housing conditions, sanitations, etc., worked out by experts and made 
public at the congress, will reach the general public, which should in 
the final analysis be most interested, as it would derive the greatest 
benefit by applying them. The life insurance companies will, of course, 
as heretofore, have a business as well as humanitarian interest in at- 
tempting to prolong the lives of their policyholders, and will dissem- 
inate any results of the congress pertaining thereto among their policy- 
holders. He also urges newspapers and magazines to take up the work 
of educating the public in questions .of sanitation and hygiene. Mr. 
Cox summarized his view of the most pressing public need of educa- 
tion on these matters and how best to provide it in his conclusion, as 
follows: 


As to the working out of the practical application of this scientific 
knowledge to longer life for policyholders, it seems to me that the 
avenue open to life insurance interests is to be found in these millions 
of policyholders themselves, constituting such a considerable portion of 
the public at large. As citizens of their respective communities they 
can throw the weight of their influence for better health laws and for 
more efficient administration of such laws. 

What these policyholders need—what the public needs—is the en- 
couragement of knowing that disease can largely be prevented and that 
life may thereby be materially prolonged. To know also how it can 
be accomplished will afford the stimulus necessary to get the thing 
done. In the dissemination of such knowledge and in the stimulation 
of such interest life insurance companies and the press should work 
hand in hand. 
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THE HOMICIDE RECORD OF AMERICAN CITIES, 1882-1911. 


Rate High in United States—Southern Cities Show Worst Exper- 
ience—Comparison with England and Wales. 


By F. L. Horrman, 

A homicide, according to Blackstone, is ‘‘The killing of any human 
creature.’’ The three fundamental distinctions in law are: (1) Excusable 
homicide, which, according to Bouvier, ‘is that which takes place under 
such circumstances of accident or necessity that the party cannot 
strictly be said to have committed the act wilfully and intentionally, 
and whereby he is relieved from the penalty annexed to the commis- 
sion of a felonious homicide.” (2) A felonious homicide “is that com- 
mitted wilfully under such circumstances as to render it punishable.” 
(3) Justifiable homicide “is that committed with full intent, but under 
such circumstances of duty as to render the act one proper to be per- 
formed.” The definition by Blackstone excludes the element of inten- 
tion, and this practically applies to the definition of homicide returned 
in the classification and tabulation of vital statistics. As a rule, only 
the term ‘‘homicide’” appears on the death certificate, which states 
neither the legal aspects of the case nor the method by which the death 
was brought about. It must be obvious that without a qualified medico- 
legal investigation quite a number of violent deaths must be difficult of 
precise classification, and there can be no question of doubt but that 
to a limited extent the official homicide returns are untrustworthy. On 
this account there has been some reluctance to return doubtful cases 
as homicide which might be suicide or accidents, but it is just on this 
account that the subject, however, should have received much more 
qualified consideration than has been the case. According to the pub- 
lished mortality statistics of the Bureau of the Census for 1910, the 
number of deaths from homicide in the registration area, as finally re- 
ported for that year, was 3190, equivalent to a death rate of 5.9 per 
100,000 of population. The average rate for the ten-year period ending 
with 1909 was 4.8, and for more recent years in detail the rates were 
5.0 for 1906, 6.3 for 1907, 6.4 for 1908, and 5.6 for 1909. Only two specific 
methods are returned, it being stated that out of the 3190 deaths from 
homicide in the registration area 1852, or 3.4 per 100,000 of population. 
were caused by firearms; 452, or 0.8, by cutting or piercing instruments, 
and 886, or 1.6 per 100,000 of population, by other means. 

On account of the determined effort which has been made by the 
Census Office to bring about a more scientific method of death classifi- 
cation, there are reasons for believing that the returns for the present 
day are not strictly comparable with those of an earlier period, but 
making due allowance for this source of error there would seem to be 
no escape from the conclusion that the homicide rate in the United 
States is not only exceedingly high, but that the rate during recent years 
has materially increased. 

Table I. shows the homicide record of American cities, for which in- 
formation was available for the period 1882-1911: 


DEATH RATE FROM HOMICIDES IN 30 AMERICAN CITIES 1882-1911. 














! { ] 
Number Rate 
YEARS. of Aggregate Homicides. Per 
| Cities. | Population. 100,000. 

WOES oe eS Paes) 15 | 5,527,190 | 304 5.5 
NOI Seiden Rhea 3 | 19 6,102,409 | 298 4.9 
BMI egies ash ela ont] 18 6,117,495 | 372 6.1 
LC aT Rage 18 6,471,447 345 5.3 
1886. 21 | 7,100,317 | 357 5.0 
if See ana 20 7,269,735 | 373 5.1 
Bes xeon sci. 22 7,808,836 | 363 4.6 
jt” "ME: aa ae ees 21 8,008,103 | 372 4.6 
1890...... Ses: 24 8,561,164 434 5.1 
1 Re RE States 21 8,600,435 | 365 4.2 
MEE ond) nda 8 eos 24 9,477,236 440 4.6 
Voted icatvacskes 25 9,795,223 | 478 4.9 
ee 23 | 9,905,442 | 444 4.5 
SOS Be 9 aie Ue encerace 23 9,911,241 | 482 4.9 
SEE ee 27 11,017,031 | 520 4.7 
oe eee 24 10,636,379 | 451 4.2 
WOM ack rideguel a is 25 11,207,621 | 594 5.3 
i See 26 11,580,321 | 587 5.1 
WON ins ek s axcnandss 26 11,704,655 | 642 5.5 
1 a eS I a 28 12,450,541 | 591 4.7 
Wo aia od co 28 12,824,531 | 627 4.9 
WS oath vias ecco 30 13,289,572 | 705 5.3 
SN ee as tip acnetiores 29 13,248,161 | 728 5.5 
MN iiti ss kiko ceo 29 13,872,240 | 923 6.7 
TM aids 000 Xe Be 29 13,957,944 | 1,107 7.9 
| ERTS eee 30 14,728,792 | 204 | 8.8 
ede caf cwereee 30 15,112,384 | 1,229 | 8.1 
Oe ee 30 15,495,977 | 1,156 7.5 
Gas ini oc iieos 30 15,879,566 | 1,312 | 8.3 
Co” Cg en eas 28 15,665,370 | 1,3 8.3 
PSE PETOP ETE CTO 71,567,131 | 3,583 | 5.0 
WOOD-1G01, .. oc sccccccccescccccccses| Sania 5,229 4.9 
WO eh aes dxvncenesee toys 144,074,537 | 10,381 7.2 








According to this table the rate has increased from an average of 5.0 
per 100,000 of population during the ten years ending with 1891, to 7.2 
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durivg the ten years ending with 1911. During the intervening period 
the rate was slightly below the average for the former, and very con- 
siderably above the average for the latter. The maximum homicide 
rate occurred in 1907, when it attained to 8.8 per 100,000 of population. 

Table II shows the comparative homicide rates in thirty American 
cities for the decade ending with 1910, and separately for 1911. This 
table-conforms to the annual tabulation of suicides in American cities 
and affords the means of a precise comparison. 


COMPARATIVE RATES OF HOMICIDES IN THIRTY AMERICAN CITIES— 




















1901-1911. 
1901-1910. 1911. 
Ciries ri 2 wh — 
Rate per Rate per Rate 
Homi- 100,000 Homi- 100,000 Increase 
cides. Popula- cides. Popula- or 
tion. tion. Decrease. 

Memphis, Tenn...... ac 556 47.1 | 85 63.4 +16.3 
Charleston, S. C.... ralened 159 27.7 25 42.3 +14.6 
Savannah, Ga..............| 154 25.6 25 37.8 +12.2 
New Orleans, La....... ee 702 22.2 83 24.1 +1.9 
Atlanta, Ga..... Ste 215 17.1 48 29.8 +12.7 
Louisville, Ky.. ‘pian ae 356 16.5 36 15.9 —0.6 
Nashville, Tenn. 4 RA 132 13.6 | 40 35.3 +21.7 
St. Louis, Mo... ; ; 804 12.6 | 108 15.5 +2.9 
San Francisco, Cal. ye 343 11.2 | 44 10.4 —0.8 
Cincinnati, Ohio. . 5 a aE 328 oF a ad * ae 
Chicago, Ill.. ; ee 1,65 8.4 203 9.1 +0.7 
kane, Wash. . ee : 55 8.0 | BI 2.7 —5.3 
Seattle, Wash. ; | 119 7.6 20 7.9 +0.3 
Washington, “AE RRS re | 210 6.8 31 9.2 +2.4 
Manhattan and Bronx, N. Y.| 1,249 5.1 197 6.9 +1.8 
Cleveland, Ohio...... oan 234 4.9 50 8.6 +3,7 
Pittsburg, Pa. Bs ou 243 4.9 29 5.3 +0.4 

Providence, R. : Rees caeutes 97 4.8 * * Pee 
RO errr ee : 283 4.6 33 4.8 +0.2 
SSS eee 44 4.3 8 6.7 +2.4 
Brooklyn, N. Y..... ety 583 4.2 61 3.6 —0.6 
anert, ee ers Or 215 4.0 27 4.8 +0.8 
SS eee 32 4.0 7 7.2 +3.2 
Philadelphia, Pa.. ie 529 3.7 66 4.2 +0.5 
Batisord, COMM, .......+++5% 24 3.3 4 4.0 +0.7 
Buffalo, N SE ae ; 109 2.8 25 5.8 +3.0 
Minneapolis, Minn........ 71 : 11 3.6 +0.9 
Newark, N. Pek tou 68 2.3 6 i ae —0.6 
Rochester, 5 eee eee 43 2.3 14 6.2 +3.9 
Milwaukee, Wis............ | 56 eg 11 2.8 +1.1 
ee Ser ee er eee | 9,672 6.9 1,300 8.3 +1.4 





| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 





* Not available. 

According to this table the highest homicide rate during the decade 
ending with 1910 prevailed in Memphis, where it was 47.1 per 100,000 of 
population, followed by Charleston, 8. C., with 27.7; Savannah, with 
25.6, and New Orleans, with 22.2 per 100,000 of population. The exces- 
sive rates prevailed always in Southern cities, but the rates were also 
very high for St. Louis, with 12.6, and San Francisco, with 11.2. In most 
of the cities during 1911 the homicide rate was above the average for 
the decade ending with 1910. 

Table III shows the comparative homicide record of Eastern, Central, 
Southern and Western. cities. 


COMPARATIVE MORTALITY FROM HOMICIDES BY GEOGRAPHICAL 









































DISTRIBUTION. 
1901-1910, 
CITIES. Te eats eT . 
Number | Rate 
of Cities. | Homicides. | per 100,000. 
Sg Seater attr iat ei 11 8,260 4.3 
Ss oe ta cet aatianne 7 3,196 7.8 
SRN Sara re 9 2,699 14.7 
PS CS A a Ses ok eae 3 517 9.7 
RE nt pene oe 30 9,672 6.9 
COMPARATIVE MORTALITY FROM HOMICIDES BY GEOGRAPHICAL 
DISTRIBUTION. 
1911. 
CITIES. FSS i 
Number. Rate Increase 
of Cities. Homicides. | per 100,000. | or Decrease. 
re er eer 10 442 5.2 +0.9 
NS ce Fils od as ORS 6 391 9.0 +1.2 
Southern ie ahh oly a Siar 9 400 20.0 +5.3 
NEI 5 Coos’ pine dda nee 3 67 8.5 —1.2 
4 POR eee ee 28 1,300 8.3 +1.4 

















According to this table the average homicide rate for the decade 
ending with 1910 was 6.9 per 100,000 of population for all cities, 14.7 for 
Southern cities, 9.7 for Western cities, ‘7:8 for Central cities, and 4.8 for 
Eastern cities. The rate during 1911 showed an increase over the rate 


Western, where there was a slight decline. 


or 20.2 per cent higher. 
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for the decade ending with 1910 in the cities of each division except the 





| Thursday 


It is significant, however, 
that, comparing the rate for all cities for the decade ending with 1910, 
of 6.9 per 100,000 of population, the rate for 1911 should have been 8.3, 


Table IV presents in a convenient form the comparative homicide 
statistics of England and Wales, and of the registration area of the 
United States, with distinction of sex, for the decade ending with 1909: 


COMPARATIVE HOMICIDE 


RECORD OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
WITH THE REGISTRATION AREA OF THE UNITED 
STATES—1900-1909. 



























































MALES. 
ENGLAND AND WALES. REGISTRATION AREA OF U. S, 
: Rate per | Rate per 
Population. Hom- J Population. | Hom- 4 
icides. | Popula- | icides. | Popula- 

tion. tion. 

| | 15,596,283 139 0.9 15,751,996 500 3.2 
| ee 15,773,062 161 1.0 16,061,927 525 3.3 
ae 15,952,154 131 0.8 16,399,265 550 3.4 
1008. ori... 16,133,344 137 0.8 16,742,954 643 3.8 
1904....... 16,316,647 176 | 17,072,723 710 4.2 
1905....... 16,502,094 133 0.8 17,434,727 1,185 6.8 
1006....... 16,689,707 140 0.8 21,495,511 1,647 yO 5 
| ae 16,879,509 139 0.8 22,024,699 2,163 9.8 
.” 17,071,524 152 0.9 23,956,435 2,329 | 9.7 
1000....... 17,265,780 132 0.8 26,045,705 2,215 | 8.5 
1900-09 164,180,104 1,440 0.9 192,985,942 | 12,467 | 6.5 

FEMALES 
| ae 16,652,904 139 0.8 15,013,622 158 | Fe 
| ere 16,848,201 175 1.0 15,309,025 184 | 1.2 
1902. 17,045,472 166 1.0 15,630,550 184 | 1.2 
1903....... 17,244,994 158 0.9 15,958,129 | 191 | 1.2 
1904....... 17,446,787 151 0.9 16,272,440 | 225 1.4 
1905....... 17,650,883 169 1.0 16,617,474 | 355 | aA 
1906. 17,857,309 144 0.8 20,487,908 454 | 2.2 
aa. 18,066,091 126 O.7 20,992,291 | 546 2.6 
ye Wig. 159 0.9 22,833,478 | 674 | 3.0 
a ee 18,490,835 155 0.8 24,824,813 | 639 | 2.6 
1900-09. . 175,580,732 1,542 0.9 183,939,730 | 3,610 | 2.0 
i 
MALE AND FEMALE. 

TO eee 32,249,187 278 0.9 | 30,765,618 658 2,1 
| ae 32,621,263 336 1.0 | 1,370,952 709 2.3 
4002....... 32,997, 297 0.9 || 82,029,815 734 2.3 
1903....... 33,378,338 295 0.9 || 32,701,083 834 2.6 
ee 33,763,434 327 1.0 | 33,345,163 935 2.8 
1905....... 34,152,977 302 0.9 || 34,052,201 1,540 4.5 
ee 34,547,016 284 0.8 41,983,419 2,101 5.0 
1907....... 34,945,600 265 0.8 | 43,016,990 »709 6.3 
ee r 4 311 0.9 46,789,913 3,003 6.4 
i ae 35,756,615 287 0.8 50,870,518 2,854 5.6 
1900-09. . 339,760,836 2,982 0.9 376,925,672 | 16,077 4.3 























This comparison emphasizes the extremely high homicide rate pre- 


vailing in the United States at the present time. For males and females 
the average rate for England and Wales was 0.9 per 100,000 of population, 
against 4.3 for the registration area of the United States. In other 
words, there was an excess of 3.78 per cent in the homicide mortality of 
the United States over the corresponding homicide record of England 
and Wales. Comparing males only, the rate for England and Wales 
was 0,9 per 100,000 of population, against 6.5 for the registration area of 
the United States. The American rate, therefore, was 6.22 per cent 
in excess of the English rate. For females the English rate was ex- 
actly the same as for males, or 0.9 per 100,000 of population, whereas 
for the registration area of the United States the female rate was 2.0 
per 100,000 of female population. 

The comparison brings out in startling contrast the disregard of 
human life in the United States at the present time. The subject is 
obviously one of most serious importance, not only to life insurance 
companies but also to the public at large, and, granting the defects in 
the available statistics, there can be no question of doubt but that the 


American homicide rate is exceedingly high, and that the rate is on 
the increase. A condition of this kind is not compatible with the com- 
mon assumption that actual progress is being made in the United States 
in all that is summed up under the term civilization and national 


welfare. 


—Oregon Life of Portland, Ore., calls attention to the fact that Oregon bas 


the lowest death rate of any State in the Union. 


The company confines its 


business to residents of Oregon exclusively and has a record of lower mortality 
than any life insurance company has ever shown in its first seven years of 


existence. 
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Compendium of Official Life insurance Reports. 


At the close of 1901 there were eighty-six old line life insurance com- 
panies operating in the United States, while ten years later the number 
had increased to 240, more than one hundred of which are less than five 
years old. At the present time, in spite of several mergers and retire- 
ments, there are 253 companies in active operation in this country. 

These companies are organized under the laws of forty-seven States, 
and as they do not all operate in any one State the complete reports of 
their financial standing and business are scattered through numerous 
official State insurance reports. The number of new companies which 
have entered the field has materially increased competition, and it is 
therefore necessary for every agent to possess some impartial and un- 
biased document giving the latest official figures of all the companies 
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in business. 


The only work embracing the figures of all the life insurance com- 
panies in minute detail is The Compendium of Official Life Insurance 
Reports, the twenty-fourth annual edition of which has recently been 
issued by The Spectator Company. This compilation presents complete 
analyses of the annual statements of the 240 life insurance companies 





















































Ordinary Industrial 
Companies. Companies. 
Number of companies..........0.--s0cseees 219 21 
GWUMMNMEE SS i Aesitscc bse ooh vee inceme cles $40,626,300 $6,086,223 
INCOME. 
MIR N20 Cos Perk cee chee sie Sem 63,747,021 13,072,471 
Renewal premiums................... rice! 37793951943 171,633,601 
BECEIVOM (OP BUBUINIOS) 60000 cere ccc enee 6,178,814 315539 
Total premium income............... 447,321,478 185,021,611 
Dividends, interest, etc.................... a 144,022,869 27,879,334 
RCO RON WOU ofa la 6:6) ¢ 65-66 phe ew cerned ws 7,042,670 2,953,050 
POU Soll Sek coke os Semeeg ans 19,845,761 14739431 
Total interest and other income........ 171,511,300 32,300,415 
EE INI 5565. Vis 9:0 eid 86 bac ch 618,832,778 217,328,026 
EXPENDITURES. 
ON MI i965 9.0.0 00 Gees er eivaiod 143,799,586 50,319,505 
Paid for matured endowments............... 46,145,061 2,370,470 
eS RS ree eenees 6,990,255 417,327 
Paid for sur., lapsed and purchased policies.. . 72,459,587 8,713,107 
Dividends to policyholders.................. 70,143,203 12,904,227 
Total payments to policyholders... .... 33995379752 74,730,696 
Dividends to stockholders................+.: 1,516,678 530,101 
Commiss., salaries and travel’g exp. of agents.. 56,510,644 37,706,500 
Med. fees, salar. and other charges of employ’s 18,699,235 91417,049 
All other expenditures.............-00cce0. a 29,084,042 12,089,270 
Total expenses of management........ 105,810,599 59,803,520 
Total expenditures.................+. 445,348,351 134,534,216 
Excess of income over expenditures.......... 163,484,427 82,793,810 
ASSETS 
ee FOLLETT TET TE Le 123,609,324 47,189,790 
Bond and mortgage loans..........  . ..--- I,111,089,421 247,398,953 
NIE 55.5 hv: o'e:ka 2 3.5 Foe Cea ees 1,461,570,754 326,398,661 
so ee vinltve win w oipa ean peat 85,097,175 14,184,949 
NY og ox np 0's pcp dee eae be 12,194,090 2,807,081 
Premium notes and loans..............---+>- 501,006,051 40,783,948 
Cash in office and banks.............-.-+++- 58,367,048 16,258,347 
Net deferred and unpaid premiums....... b 41,339,416 13,712,946 
All other assets............... pe Lg OP a 51,648,646 9,234,488 
Total admitted assets............+--+- 3:446,521,925 717,969,763 
Items not admitted................--- 25,291,874 3,904,198 
LIABILITIES. 
Ee OE LOE ey .2,850,341,345 59717125359 
Losses and claims not paid........ = Ay 16,178,320 1,919,220 
ear ree » 1,575,986 311,503 
Dividends unpaid and apportioned.......... 284,960,188 41,027,117 
PO OS en 71319739271 13,715,950 
ROUND OUENIORS 5 oe cceccct acces pees 31224,129,110 654,686,161 
Surplus to policyholders (incl. capital).. 222,392,815 63,283,602 
Po1ricy Account — = 
; cies 1,112, 5,132; 
New business written and paid for. . BS yaad seyrsehieee meer +4 
Whole life policies in force..........-.+++++- O468,09037% | vn eee. 
Endowment policies in force.,.......---++++- 39140,425,800 | =. ee 
All other policies in force............+++++: Fl TMIAST Ph wens 
. ; Policies 7,669,228 24,712,534 
Total insurance in force... .. DF swan 14:578,410,598 3,024agbe.84t 
Total assets (incl. non-admitted items). | 3,471,813,799 721,873,961 
Total surplus (incl. non-admitted items) 247, 67,187,800 





@ Where the various items of a few companies’ statements have not been classified, the 


total amounts have been included in these aggregates. 
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which geperted to the several Insurance Departments for the year 1911. 
All the essential figures entering into the voluminous annual reports 
of this large number of companies are carefully compiled and arranged 
in alphabetical order according to companies, so that any item can be 
instantaneously referred to and compared with a like item in the state- 
ment of another company. The Ratio Summary, which is included in 
The Compendium, gives in narrow space a comparative resumé in per- 
centage ratios of the relative size of the several items in each com- 
pany’s statement. 

The volume will prove of incalculable value to the busy agent, for it 
proves a wonderful timesaver in giving within one set of covers a mass 
of information which otherwise would have to be laboriously extracted 
from many official reports. 

The tabulation given herewith is taken from this work and shows 
the aggregate transactions of the 219 ordinary and 21 industrial life 
insurance companies of the United States which made reports in 1911. 





American Life Convention Committees. 
The standing committees of the American Life Convention have been 
announced by President W. A. Lindly. The chairmen are as follows: 


Membership, Sidney A. Foster, Royal Union Mutual Life, Des Moines, 
Ia.; Next Annual Meeting, James A. Stephenson, Southland Life, Dallas, 
Tex.; Credentials, Darwin W. Johnson, Commonwealth Life, Louisville, 
Ky.; Uniform Laws, Dan W. Simms, La Fayette Life, La Fayette, Ind.; 
Department Supervision, Charles F. Coffin, State life, Indianapolis,. Ind.; 
Finance, John M. Sarver, Ohio State Life, Columbus, Ohio; Medical 
Examinations, Robert D. Lay, National Life of the United States of 
America, Chicago, Ill.; Agents and Agencies, D. P. Campbell, Western 
Reserve Life, Muncie, Ind.; Grievances, W. K. Bellis, Reserve Loan Life, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Miscellaneous Subjects, W. E. Napier, Scranton Life, 
Scranton, Pa.; Resolutions, O. J. Arnold, Illinois Life, Chicago, Il. 

The following are the chairmen of the special committees appointed at 
the annual meeting in Chicago: Special Committee to Prepare and Sub- 
mit Report Blank on Cost of New Business, W. C. Baldwin, Pittsburgh 
Life and Trust, Pittsburg, Pa.; Special Committee on Occupation 
Hazards, Franklin B. Mead, Lincoln National Life, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; 
Special Committee to Compile List of Attorneys and Abstracters, C. A. 
Atkinson, Federal! Life, Chicago, Ill. 





Mentioned for President of Life Underwriters. 


MEMPHIS, September 30.—With the annual convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Life Underwriters but a few weeks away, the 
following names are practically the only ones mentioned in connection 
with the presidency: Percy V. Baldwin, manager of the Boston agency 
of the Travelers of Hartford; Ernest J. Clark, general agent of the 
John Hancock Life of Boston at Baltimore, and N. D. Sils, general 
agent of the Sun Life of Canada at Richmond, Va. All are splendidly 
equipped for the presidency, and any of the three would make an ex- 
cellent head; but owing to the belief which prevails that neither Mr. 
Baldwin nor Mr. Clark is in a position to accept the position the election 
of Mr. Sils is regarded by many as practically certain. 





—The lowa Insurance Department has been notified that the New England 
Mutual Life of Boston will apply for admission to Iowa. 

—A number of fraternal beneficiary societies met in convention at Chicago 
Monday to decide upon action for the repeal of certain portions of the Mobile 
bill which they allege are inimical to their interests. 

—C. W. Helser, superintendent of agents for the Continental Life Insurance 
and Investment Company of Salt Lake City, has been spending the past month 
with the general agents in Oregon, Washington and Montana. 

—The Great West Life of Winnipeg reports an excellent business throughout 
Canada and North Dakota. The total of applications received to the end of 
September already exceeds the total for the whole of 1911. The business in 
force now exceeds seventy-nine millions. The company also reports an exceedingly 
brisk demand for loans on mortgage security. The rate of interest continues at 
the satisfactory figures prevalent for so many years, and the unlimited expansion 
occurring in the West assures a continued demand for money at desirable rates. 

—It has been held in the United States Court at Utica, N. Y., that the 
Supreme Lodge, Knights of Pythias, had no right to make an increase in the 
assessment of an insured member. Suit was filed by Arthur V. H. Smith of 
Montgomery county, who holds a policy for $3000 bearing the date of October 
26, 1869, calling for a monthly assessment of $3. In 1902 he was directed to pay 
$4.80, and in January the assessment was raised to $14.70, which he refused to 
pay, and the former amount was turned down by the Supreme Lodge. 





Safeguarding the Home. 

A leaflet bearing the above title, which describes the advantages of 
the monthly income policy, was recently issued by The Spectator Com- 
pany. An agent mailed a copy last week to a man he had already in- 
sured, with the result that an application was secured involving an 
annual premium of over $500. This leaflet is unquestionably a money- 
maker, and agents should use it freely. 
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INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE 


Metropolitan Life Exhibit at Hygiene and Demography Convention, 


The Metropolitan Life of New York, which is one of the pioneers 
among life insurance companies to establish a system of hygiene, has 
been receiving many congratulations cn the exhibit at the Fifteenth 
International Congress on Hygiene and Demography at Washington. 
The company has prepared a series of charts showing its activities 
aside from those which are purely of an insurance nature. These in- 
clude the welfare work both for the employees in the home office and in 
the field and for policyholders. Some of the charts set forth in a strik- 
ing way what has been done among policyholders in the way of a 
campaign for better health, of the treatment by the company of tubercu- 
losis, and the work of the company through its policyholders in behalf 
of the National Health Department, as well as many other interesting 
features. 











Contest by Cherokee Life Agents, 

The Cherokee Life of Rome, Ga., which recently took over the Rome 
Insurance Company, also of that city, has arranged a contest among 
the district offices which will continue until January 1, 1918. The 
awarding of the prizes will be based on the percentage of collections. 
The district, with a debit of more than $300, showing the highest col- 
lection will be tendered a banquet, and the agents whose collections 
rank over ninety-two per cent will receive a gold watch fob. Agents 
with a debit of more than $25, and with a collection of over ninety-two 
per cent, will also receive gold fobs. Another banquet will be given 
the district with the highest percentage of collections in the contest 
period, together with fobs for the leading agents. 





Colonial Life Appointments, 


The Colonial Life of Jersey City has made the following appointments: 
Philip Pees, assistant manager at the Jersey City Heights; William 
Knapp, assistant manager at Newark; Henry G. Cartwright, assistant 
manager at Williamsburg; Adolph Haberstumpf, assistant manager at 
Williamsburg; Benj. L. Cotes, assistant manager at Mt. Vernon; E, F. 
McMannis, assistant manager at Newark; John W. Smiley, assistant 
manager at Trenton; Elmer E. Anderson, assistant manager at West 
Philadelphia; Louis Shattner, assistant manager at West Philadelphia; 
Adolph Kessler, assistant manager at New Brunswick; B. L. Cotes, 
assistant manager at Mt. Vernon; Sylvester S. Farrell, assistant man- 
ager at Brooklyn. 





—W. A. Jones, assistant superintendent of the Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Virginia of Richmond, at Petersburg, Va., has resigned owing 
to ill health, and has become manager of a large stock farm in that 
State. 

—Vice-President Frederick I. Taylor, of the Metropolitan Life of New 
York, addressed the agents of the Louisville district at a meeting held 
at the offices of the company in that city. His talk was along the lines 
of income insurance, and he pointed out what it had done for bene- 
ficiaries. Mr. Taylor was the guest of Superintendent J. B. White of 
the Louisville district during his stay there. 








FIRE INSURANCE TOPICS 





NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


Bulletins of Exchange Record Reductions.—The bulletins of the 
Exchange have lately recorded a number of reductions in rates on 
sprinklered risks, including several of the principal department stores. 
These reductions have come about through “the application of a new 
method of computing reductions in the application of schedules to 
sprinkler equipments rated above sixty per cent. In some instances 
the reductions, according to new cards in the cabinets, are as high as 
twelve cents, but the average is probably less than ten. It is observed, 
however, that a ten cent reduction on a 55 cent rate is equivalent 
to about seventeen per cent, which is a handsome deduction on a rate 
which has been admitted to be pretty low. The action on these rates 
is strictly limited to high-grade sprinklers, and is fresh evidence of 
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the favor granted by the regular companies to sprinklered risks. They 
are well aware of the inducements constantly offered to the owners 
to join New England mutuals and inter-insurance associations. 


New Standing Committee of Eastern Union.—The Eastern Union 
has created a new standing committee to attend to New York 
affairs, and give the commitee more power than the former com- 
mittee, which was only a sub-committee of the executive. There 
seems to be no chance of the Union increasing brokerages in the 
congested district of this city, nor of any advance in the contingents 
on profits permitted to be paid to local agents. We notice the ques- 
tion of general agents has not been finally settled by the Eastern 
Union, although some curiosity has been developed by the increased 
number in this city. 

Bankers Association to Furnish Information.—The American 
Bankers Association of 5 Nassau street, New York, has established 
a library containing valuable banking, allied information and statistics 
for the use of its members. All material in mailable form is to be 
loaned to bankers throughout the country. 

Not Satisfied with Progress of Automatic Alarm System.—it 
is understood that the reconstruction of the automatic alarm signal 
system by tne city is proceeding in slow fashion and on the piece- 
meal principle, which is not satisfactory to underwriters who have 
heen in touch with the progress of the work. They complain that the 
importance of the matter is not sufficiently comprehended by the 
officials, and they regard the urgency of the underwriters as unneces- 
sary. During the ten years since the deterioration of the system has 
been admitted, and in some sections has been growing worse every 
year, it has been a source of surprise as well as gratification that the 
whole system has not been disabled and placed the city in peril. 


Small Fire Loss in September.—The loss record for September 
has continued the favorable outlook for the year which began in 
May and lasted four months, as an offset to the experience of the first 
four months of the year. There is a recuperative power in the 
insurance business in this city which has always been relied upon to 
bring out a profit where a loss was threatened. The manner in which 
fires which have in their beginning threatened serious consequences 
are now drowned out is almost equal to an assurance of safety from 
conflagration, but the underwriters are still on the alert for additional 
precautions. 


Brokers Awaiting Checks from Exchange.—Brokers are holding 


’ up their hands awaiting the return checks from the Exchange for the 


unexpired terms of their $10 certificates which have been outlawed 
by the Legislature and practically expired by limitation October 
1. There has been some expectation that the decision in the Hansen 
case would be applied to the wiping out of the restrictions upon the 
Exchange, and hence permitted the payment of a fee to stand. These 
two matters are separate. The Exchange is explicitly forbidden to 
exact a fee for the certificates, whereas the issue in the Hansen case 
was the constitutionality of the State license law forbidding all persons 
excepting those specifically mentioned from carrying on brokerage 
without a license. It seems now as if the Exchange funds will be 
materially depleted by the refunds on the outstanding certificates. 


Adjusting Firm to Dissolve.—A receiver has been appointed 
for the assets of the firm of Morris & Greenia, adjusters, of 95 
William street, New York, in a suit for dissolution brought by 
George H. Greenia against his partner Lester C. Hebberd, as the 
result of a disagreement. Liabilities are $700 and the assets are 
$2300. Jacob Katz has been made receiver. 


Prohibits Smoking on Brooklyn Cars.—Fire Commissioner 
Joseph Johnson of New York, in his fire prevention crusade, has 
ordered signs posted in cars of the Brooklyn Rapid Transit and 
elevated trains in Brooklyn prohibiting smoking, or carrying lighted 
cigars, pipes or cigarettes. This become effective October 1. 


Big Drill for Fire Prevention Day.—Fire Commissioner Johnson 
of New York has arranged an experimental “fire” as a feature of 
Fire Prevention Day, and has selected the large loft building at 209 
West Twenty-fourth street, where 2500 persons are employed. An 
alarm will be sounded, and nothing will be lacking except the blaze 
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in carrying out the fire drill, which will be supervised by Commissioner 
Johnson. It will be attended by Mayor Gaynor and the heads of the 
various city departments. 


George P. Enke with Brokerage Firm.—George P. Enke, 
formerly with the Commonwealth of New York, has became asso- 
ciated with the brokerage firm of Goffe & Little. 


Errors in Street Numbers.—Several instances have come to light 
lately where policies have been non-concurrent on account of erron- 
eous description in street numbers. The intentions were right but the 
brokers were careless. The companies had to do the correcting. 





CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


Fire Insurance Club Meeting a Success.—The meeting of the Fire 
Insurance Club of Chicago, held on the evening of September 24, 
which started the season’s work, was a big success. The attendance 
was large and the musical programme was entertaining. O. W. Ray 
and E. W. Leeper, of the Chicago Board of Underwriters, gave a 
demonstration of the rating of the Insurance Exchange building in 
Chicago. 


Agents Hold Golf Tournament.—The Chicago Managers Golf 
Association met Thursday at the Edgewater Club, and the Local 
Agents Golf Association held a tournament the same day at Home- 
wood. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Attleborough Mutual Will Not Retire.—The secretary of the 
Attleborough Mutual states to THe Spectator representative that it 
has not reinsured all of its business, nor will it retire from business, 
despite the drastic report as to the character of its business by the 
Massachusetts Insurance Department. It has, however, reinsured 
about three-quarters of its business and will continue to write with 
a surplus of about $7000, 


Standard Marine Licensed.—Frank Gair Macomber has been ap- 
pointed agent for the Standard Marine of Liverpool, which has been 
admitted by Insurance Commissioner Hardison. 





NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


Detroit National Enters Philadelphia.—The Detroit National of 
Detroit has entered Philadelphia, appointing J. Howard Brown & Co. 
local agents. 


Moving Day at Quaker City.—A wholesale shift in offices will 
shortly occur when the new Fire Association building is ready for 
oecupancy. The Hartford Steam Boiler and Inspection Company of 
Hartford will take a floor therein. James B. Carr & Sons will move 
to the Hartford’s old office at 432 Walnut street, and Keighler, 
Gegler & Co. will take that firm’s quarters at 331 Walnut street. 
E. K. Schultz, Eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey general agent 
of the Millers National of Chicago, and Ohio Farmers of Le Roy, will 
shortly move to the Manhattan building. 


Presidential Year Loses Its Terrors.—Spetember was better 
than last year, both as regards premiums and losses. Philadelphia 
insurance circles are not complaining particularly, and the “bugaboo” 
Presidential year seems to have lost its terrors. 


Studying Local Conditions.—George H. Ball, executive special 
agent of the Detroit Fire and Marine of Detroit, spent several days 
here last week going over local conditions. 


Candidate for Congress.—Thomas T. Nelson, Philadelphia’s most 
Prominent independent adjuster, is a candidate for Congress. 


To Expand Order.—The Loyal Order of Red Roosters, the counter- 
men’s organization, is contemplating expansion to other cities. This 
society has been in existence four years, and is composed of all the 
countermen in the city. Applications from several important points 
have been received and the officers expect to shortly announce their 
decision, 


























































THE MIDDLE STATES. 


The Nassau and Dutchess Fire of New York. 

Stockholders and directors of the Nassau Fire of Brooklyn and the 
Dutchess Fire of Poughkeepsie, who a short time ago approved the 
merger of the two companies under the name of the Nassau and 
Dutchess Fire of New York, are now awaiting the approval of the action 
by the New York Insurance Department. The officers of the Nassau and 
Dutchess Fire, as forecasted, will probably be: President, William 
Harkness, president of the Nassau Fire; vice-president, L. H. Vail, 
president of the Dutchess Fire; secretary, F. L. Gardner, secretary of 
the Dutchess Fire. The home office of the company will be located in 
New York city. The proposed capital is $400,000, and the surplus, when 
it begins business, will approximate the amount of paid-up capital. 
Those connected with the affairs of these companies assert that both 
have added to surplus during the past nine months. As of December 
31, 1911, the Nassau .Fire .had a net surplus of $226,951, and the 
Dutchess one of $140,664. Combined the net surplus at that date totaled 
$367,615. 








Important Meeting of Eastern Union Near Hartford 

The Eastern Union met for the first time since the vacation season 
at the Country Club, Farmington, near Hartford, on Wednesday of last 
week. The entire morning was given up to a discussion of the report 
of the Boston committee, which contained amendments to the original 
agreement that it was believed would meet with the views of all in- 
terested, but it brought about suggestions from many quarters. The 
report was finally referred back to the committee for amendment and 
for final report at the October meeting. The New York State Advisory 
Committee was made a committee of The Union instead of a sub-com- 
mittee of the executive committee, and the following were appointed 
to serve: Frederick W. Day, chairman; R. M. Bissell, George C. Howe, 
C. A. Ludlum and A. N. Stewart. An article of the constitution was so 
amended as to give The Union the benefit of the advice of the executive 
committee upon all matters of importance referred to it, in order to 
expedite the work of the organization at the regular monthly meetings. 
No action was taken on the report of the committee on Northern New 
Jersey. One of the most important reports submitted was that of the } 
New York committee regarding the Brooklyn agency situation, and 
resolutions were adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That, in so far as practicable, companies, members of the 
Eastern Union, should protect their Brooklyn agents from competition 
through the metropolitan or Greater New York agencies, and that com- 
panies should take a special interest in this subject, with a view of 
gradually strengthening the position of the Brooklyn agent and conserv- 
ing for his benefit the business in the city of Brooklyn, excluding that 
of the waterfront. 

Reports of the various standing committees were received. 





Modifications in New York Laws to be Considered. 

State Superintendent of Insurance William Temple Emmet of New 
York has announced that, commencing next week, a series of con- 
ferences will be held in the Department, which will be attended by the 
deputies, counsel and the heads of the several bureaus in the Depart- i 
ment, for the purpose of considering recommendations to be made to 
the next legislature for modifications in the insurance law. The fol- 
lowing are some of the questions which will be considered at these 


conferences: 


The practicability of a single automobile policy, giving to the owner 
of the car all of that protection which can now be secured only under 
two policies, one written by a casualty company and the other by a fire 
company. 

A modification of the broker’s license law so as to eliminate the un- 
constitutional feature as to principal occupation now contained therein, 
and to limit the holder of a broker’s license to a specific class of insur- 
anee business, for the reason that some brokers are well qualified in 
the business of fire insurance with little knowledge of casualty and 
surety matters, and vice versa—it not being contemplated to limit 
brokers to one line where they can qualify on others as well. 

Requiring brokers to furnish surety bonds to the Department before 
being licensed, thereby protecting the assured. 

The desirability of applying the same test of ‘‘competency and trust- 
worthiness” to both agents and brokers, and providing for the revoca- 
tion of agents’ licenses. 

The practicability of an inspection of all fire risks before the issuance 
of policies so as to eliminate over-insurance, which is believed to be a 
contributing cause to a great many fires. 

A proper loss reserve for title insurance companies. 

Whether it will not be well to place under the supervision of the 
Department all tax collections from insurance companies—the present 
system dividing this responsibility between the State Comptroller and 
the Superintendent of Insurance, 

A provision for the licensing of agents of corporations and others i 
engaged in promoting or selling the securities of insurance corporations i 
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in process of organization and of holding companies, giving the Super- 
intendent authority to pass upon all advertising literature, contracts, 
etc., used in connection therewith. 

A more adequate special loss reserve for employers’ liabilitiy com- 
panies, the necessity for which was indicated in the paper presented by 
Superintendent Emmet at the National Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners held at Spokane in July of this year. 





Speakers for Round Table Meetings. 
The Insurance Society of New York has secured speakers for the 
weekly round-table meetings as follows: 


George Richards, author of Richards on Insurance, on The Doctrine 
of Subrogation and Its Practical Application to Insurance, Novem- 
ber 26; Louis N. Deniston, agency instructor of the Travelers of Hart- 
ford, April 8; Frederick T. Case, attorney, on Some Popular Fallacies 
Regarding the Liability of Brokers and Agents for Premiums Collected, 
February 17; Claude E. Seattergood, assistant secretary of the Fidelity 
and Casualty of New York, on Statistics, April 7; Everett U. Crosby of 
Henry W. Brown & Co., on The Early History of the Restricted 
Sprinkler Schedule, March 11. 





C, G. Smith, secretary of the German-American of New York, has been ap- 
pointed agent in New York for the automobile department of the Insurance Com- 
pany of North America of Philadelphia. 


—The Southern States Fire of Birmingham has been licensed in New Jersey, 


and has appointed James W. Durbrow of New York general agent for the State. 
The company is licensed in all the Southern States, as well as Pennsylvania. 

E. T. Hitchcock, a staff adjuster of the General Adjustment Bureau at 
Pittsburg, died suddenly of heart disease while seated on the porch of his home 
in that city. He had been ill for a couple of weeks, but his conditon was not 


considered alarming. He was for a number of years an independent adjuster at 
Buffalo. 





THE WEST. 


Will Apply for Increase in Kansas Rates. 

Fire insurance companies operating in Kansas are considering the 
question of applying to the Insurance Department of that State for an 
increase in rates on classes which have been unprofitable for a number 
of years. The law provides for an appeal to be taken to the court; and, 
in the event the Department refuses the request, this action will be 
taken. The companies can prove, it is understood, beyond question 
that they have been losing money and feel confident of securing a 
favorable decision, as the law specifies that the rates must be fair 
and equitable. It was the original intention to carry the pending action 
from the supreme court on the constitutionality of the Kansas law, 
but as six months at least will be required in this move, the applica- 
tion for the increase is expected to be made. 





Illinois Agents Meet. 

The Illinois Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents, at a meeting 
held last week at Chicago, passed resolutions directing the Illinois dele- 
gates to the National Association convention at Atlanta to investigate 
the expenses of that organization, with a view to securing a reduction 
if found advisable. The members endorsed a_ brokers’ license and 
agents’ qualification law, but it was suggested that the strength of the 
association be centered this year behind the anti-rebate law. Officers 
were elected as follows: C. F. Hildreth, Freeport, president; Harry 
Morgan, Springfield; J. B. Steck, Alton, and Shirley Moisant, Kankakee, 
vice-presidents; and J. A. Gibernon, Alton, secretary and treasurer. 
A banquet was given at the Hotel La Salle, at which C. J. Doyle, former 
fire marshal and at present secretary of State, served as toastmaster. 





—The Svea Fire and Life Insurance Company of Gothenburg, Germany, has 
asked permission to write insurance in Iowa. 

-—The annual meeting of the Grand Nest of the Blue Goose was held Tuesday 
at Chicago, and it was followed by a dinner that evening. 

—Herrick, Auerbach & Vastine have been appointed Chicago agents for the 
Merchants Fire of Denver, which was recently licensed in Illinois. 

—J. F. Fisher, a local agent at Marshall, Mo., has been appointed special 
agent in that State for the farm department of the Hartford Fire of Hartford. 

—F. W. P. Rutter, general manager of the London and Lancashire of Liver- 
pool at the home office, and A. G. McIlwaine of Hartford, the United States 
manager, were in Chicago last week. 

—The United States managers of the Liverpool and London and Globe of 
Liverpool, who are in attendance at the Fire Underwriters Association of the 
Northwest at Chicago, will meet to-morrow. 

—George H. Moore, assistant general manager of the Western department of 
the Liverpool and London and Globe of Liverpool at Chicago, en Tuesday last 
completed his thirtieth year of continuous service with that company. He 
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entered the insurance business in 1872 as a special agent for the Manhattan Fire 
of New York, and in 1882 went with the company which he has since served. 
He has been assistant manager at Chicago since 1893. 

—C, A. McCotter, secretary of the Grain Dealers National Mutual of In- 
dianapolis, has completed the organization of the Mutual Insurance Bureau, 
through which the Grain Dealers and other mutuals may insure manufacturing 
risks, 

—A charter has been granted the Merchants National Fire of Chicago, with a 
capitalization of $1,000,000. The incorporators are George H. Bresee, O. E. 
Fitch, Frank C. Rogers, Frank Belz, F. W. Anderson, G. A. Roefs, W. H. Wilt, 
Frank A. Babbett, Albert H. Lauffs, Alf. Norman of Chicago, C. E. Hampton, 
A. W. Palmer, Mt. Pleasant, Ia.; Fred L. Hunt of Fairfield, Ia., and W. J. 
Irancey of New London, Ia. Mr. Bresee was formerly vice-president and 
superintendent of agents of the American Bankers Life of Chicago, and Mr. Fitch 
was with the same company. 

—The Iowa Adjustment Company, formed in Des Moines in April, 1910, has 
decided to cease business as soon as affairs can be wound up. It was anticipated 
that the concern would serve as a general adjustment bureau for the members 
of the Iowa Reinsurance Association, but this was found to be impracticable and 
the company took up only a general adjustment business. The dissolution of the 
Iowa Adjustment Company will in no way affect the business of the Iowa Rein- 
surance Association. The officers are: H. R. Howell, president; Ed H. Smith, 
vice-president, and Webb M, Elliott, secretary. 





THE SOUTH. 


The National Exchange Insurance and Trust Company of Waco. 
The National Exchange Insurance and Trust Company of Waco, Texas, 
has absorbed the Brazos Valley Trust Company, also of Waco, and by the 
consolidation of the two interests establishes the largest insurance 
and trust company in Central Texas. The merged company will operate 
under the name of the National Exchange Insurance and Trust Company, 
and has a capital stock of $500,000. Under the title the company has 
authority to carry on lines of business as follows: General trust com- 
pany, fire, marine, general casualty, title, guaranty, life, live stock and 
tornado insurance. The officers are: Charles A. Weathered, president; 
Sam Sanger, James B. Baker, S. P. Moore, R. E. L. Upchurch, James 
H. Lockwood, vice-presidents; Nat. Q. Smith, secretary, and W. H. 
McCullough, treasurer. Spell & Sanford are general counsel. 








Kentucky Rate Reduction May Not be Contested. 


LOUISVILLE, September 30.—Although there is some doubt as to 
what action will be taken by fire companies affected by the order of 
the State Insurance Board reducing rates on dwellings, it is the con- 
sensus of opinion that they will be adopted without appealing to the 
courts. The reduction in the revenues of the companies, it is believed, 
will be fully $500,000 a year, and it is pointed out that since an average 
rate of 1.33 per cent must be charged to enable the companies to pay 


* their losses and expenses, it will be necessary to increase rates on 


other classes which have been unprofitable. If the State Board does 
not do this, it will be up to the companies to institute new rates and 
submit them to the rating board, with reasons for their action. 





—Cliff D. Stone of Nashville, Tenn., has been appointed general agent in that 
State for the Monongahela Underwriters of Philadelphia. 

—J. Milby Henderson has been appointed State agent for Southern Mississippi 
and Louisiana for the New York Underwriters Agency of New York, succeeding 
R. W. Davis, resigned. The new position becomes effective November 1. 


-—-An inerease in the capital stock of the Citizens Fire of Baltimore from 
$350,000 to $1,000,000 has been approved by the stockholders. The additional 
$650,000 capital stock will be issued at $200, making the total assets more than 
$2,000,000. 

—L. C. Quin has been elected secretary of the Columbia Fire of Athens, Ga., 
to succeed the late Harry C. Stockdell. Mr. Quin has been connected with the 
company since its first year, serving as special agent, until he was elected 
assistant secretary in October, 1910. W. B. Wilkinson, chief clerk, has been 
elected assistant secretary. 


—A new local agents’ association is to be formed in Louisville. Charles 
Thruston Johnson and other agents, who were recently suspended from the Louis- 
ville Board because they accepted underwriters’ agency connections in violation 
of the Board rules, are the active organizers, As the rates now in effect are 
made by the State, the new Board will be in a position to secure them as readily 
as Board members. 





MISCELLANEOUS FIRE AND MARINE NEWS. 


New Exchange Building for San Francisco. 

On Monday, September 16, ground was broken for the new San Fran- 
cisco Insurance Exchange building, which will oceupy the lot 107% by 
187%, at the corner of California and Leidesdorff streets, adjoined on 
the east by the property of the Firemans Fund, and separated on the 
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west by Leidesdorff street from the fourteen-story Merchants Exchange 
building, which houses practically all the commercial bodies of San 
Francisco. Directly across California street, from the Insurance Ex- 
change property, the Liverpool and London and Globe of Liverpool is 
now constructing a handsome granite office building for their exclusive 
occupancy. The Insurance Exchange building is to be eleven stories in 
height, of strictly first-class construction, and fitted with all the con- 
veniences essential to underwriting which are lacking in the present 
quarters of many San Francisco managers who were compelled to take 
what they could get, both as regards location and convenience, when 
rebuilding commenced following the conflagration, and many of whose 
leases will now shortly expire. It is reported that more managers than 
enough to fill the entire building have already asked for an opportunity 
to inspect the plans and negotiate for quarters when the matter has 
reached that stage. 





--Arthur Duncker, president of the Nord-Deutsch Insurance Company of 
Hamburg, will arrive in New York Saturday on the “Victoria Louise.” He will 
he accompanied by A. Jolley, an insurance broker of Hamburg, and they will 
visit several of the large cities. They expect to return to Germany about Novem- 
ber 1. 


—The attention of fire underwriters has been attracted to the total destruction 
by fire of two sprinklered flour mills within a week. The mills were located at 
Milwaukee and at Estill, Tenn., and in neither case was the sprinkler equipment 
standard. As a result of these fires sprinklered flour mills are being carefully 
watched. 





Casualty, Surety and Miscellaneous 











Opposition to Compensation Bill Proposed in Pennsylvania, 

Liability companies are strongly opposed to the proposed bill drafted 
by the Pennsylvania Manufacturers Association for Workmens Compen- 
sation in that State, and on behalf of a group of these companies 
P. Tecumseh Sherman, an attorney of New York and formerly Commis- 
sioner of Labor of New York State, appeared before the hearing of the 
measure by the Pennsylvania Industrial Accident Commission at Phila- 
delphia last week for the purpose of pointing out the impracticability 
of the bill as it now stands. Mr. Sherman said it was copied after the 
German system; and in view of the difference in administrative affairs 
with that country and this, it would never be a success. He advocated 
the English method, which, he said, would be applicable to American 
conditions. The working of the German law was entered into at length, 
and he compared it with the defects in the bill offered by the Manufac- 
turers Association. A long list of objections was submitted, and he 
declared that the marshaling of all employees correctly into trade 
classes and the organizations of their associations is a difficult prob- 
lem, which will give rise to constant disputes and endless litigation. 





Liability Insurance Rates in Massachusetts. 

The establishment of rates to comply with the law of Massachusetts 
concerning liability and workmen’s compensation insurance has been a 
very arduous task. A number of companies joined in the work, and 
there has now been published a volume of nearly three hundred pages 
showing the rules and rates for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
The rates in conformity with the law have been filed with and approved 
by the Insurance Commissioner of the State. 





Union Casualty Insurance Company of Philadelphia. 

The office building purchased a short time ago by the Union Casualty 
Insurance Company of Philadelphia, at the corner of Third and Walnut 
streets, in that city, has now been put into first-class shape and the 
company is settled in permanent quarters. The building is five stories 
in height and is located in the very heart of Philadelphia’s insurance 
district, thereby making it convenient of access for brokers, agents and 
others having business to transact with the company. It was for a 
number of years the home of a well-known fire insurance company, 
and was easily adapted therefore to its new occupancy. The Union 
Casualty is now supplied with ample quarters for its present business 
and is in position to spread out as occasion demands. A picture of the 
new building is presented herewith. 

The Union Casualty was organized in the closing months of 1909, and in 
the two years of its. existence, for which annual statements have been 
filed, has shown steady gains in business and financial strength. It com- 
Menticed with a capital of $100,000, which has since been increased to 
$150,000, and at the close of 1911 it possessed assets amounting to $341,- 
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399, while the surplus to policyholders was $241,037. Its premium in- 
come last year on the cash basis was $146,691, and it experienced a 
remarkably small loss ratio. The lines written by the company in- 
clude accident, health, automobile property damage, burglary and theft, 
liability, flywheel and plate glass. A strong board of directors, com- 
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posed of representative business men, guides the company, while the 
official staff is headed by Abner H. Mershon as ‘president and Albert 
Morgan as secretary. The active management is in the hands of Roger 
Byrnes, who has had many years’ experience in the insurance business. 
The company is now operating in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, District of Columbia, West Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky and 
Michigan. 





Prudential Casualty Increases Surplus by Reducing Capital. 

The stockholders of the Prudential Casualty of Indianapolis, at a 
meeting held Thursday last, voted to reduce the capital from $600,000 
to $300,000. The difference will be added to the surplus account, which 
will bring it to approximately $375,000. The Prudential is now prepar- 
ing a financial statement as of September 30. 





Plan for Compensation Bill Submitted Missouri Commission. 

The Workmens Compensation Commission of Missouri, in session at 
St. Louis, has been supplied with resolutions from Roy F. Britton, one 
of the members, outlining a plan of action for the drafting of the pro- 
posed bill, as follows: 


Whereas, This commission concedes the wisdom and need of a fair 
and equitable law in this State providing for the compensation of work- 
men injured in industrial accidents; 

Therefore, Be it resolved, That the commission shall confine itself 
to determining the character of the proposed law, the industries to be 
covered, the means by which compensation shall be paid, and the 
amounts thereof, and that meetings shall be held in St. Louis, Kansas 
City and such other places as shall hereafter be decided upon for the 
purpose of hearing recommendations and arguments of all concerned 
on these matters only; and, 

Be it further resolved, That the whole commission shall then decide 
(1) what form the law shall take and the means by which compensation 
shall be paid, and (2) the industries to which it shall apply, and (3) the 
general scale of compensation; and the chairman shall then appoint 
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three members of the commission to prepare a bill, which, when com- 
pleted, shall be referred to the whole commission for its final con- 
sideration. 





Iowa Liability Commission Proposes State Insurance. 


DES MOINES, September 28.—The Iowa Liability Commission has 
made its report, in which a plan similar to that in force in Mas- 
sachusetts is suggested. It is, however, somewhat more radical in that 
the employer is compelled to join the State Association or forfeit his 
common law defenses of “fellow servant,” “assumption of risk’’ and 
“contributory negligence” in actions brought by injured employees. 

The plan contemplates a million-dollar reserve company. It provides 
that the supreme court judges shall suggest a list of directors to the 
governor and that the governor shall select from this the number of 
directors which is to be determined upon by the legislature. They will 
serve for the first year only. After that they are to be elected by the 
members of the association. The rates are to be fixed by the associa- 
tion, but the compensation is fixed by law, and the injured person must 
receive that amount no matter whether the employer and the employee 
might be able to agree upon another sum. The amount to be received 
is fixed at sixty per cent of the wages of the employee for 400 weeks 
for permanent disability. At the end of that time, if he is still unable 
to work, he may elect to receive not more than $25 and not less than 
$10 weekly. In no case shall an injured employee receive more than 
$12 per week nor less than $5 per week regardless of salary paid, and in 
case of death no beneficiary shall receive a greater sum than that 
irrespective of wages. But the widow may elect to receive sixty per 
cent of the wages for 300 weeks, or she may go into court and take 
chances on securing a larger sum. To secure the million-dollar reserve 
fund it is provided that annually one-tenth of the premiums shall be 
set aside until $1,000,000 is reached. Until then it is provided that the 
State Mutual shall reinsure in private companies. 





Aetna Life’s Accident Prevention Exhibit at Washington. 


A striking feature of the Fifteenth International Congress on Hygiene 
and Demography, being held at Washington, D. C., this month, is an 
exhibit by the bureau of inspection and accident prevention of the Attna 
Life of Hartford, Conn. The exhibit, which lasts from September 16 to 
October 4, shows methods of industrial accident prevention employed 
by the bureau. In a large space in the exhibition building in Potomac 
Park are shown over 500 photographs of safety devices and appliances 
for machinery used in the various industrial occupations of the country. 
Pictures of actual accidents caused by inadequate safeguarding are 
likewise displayed, as well as an unique collection of broken parts of 
machinery that caused accidents easily preventable had the correct 
remedies been applied in time. It is an impressive and valuable les- 
son of the great part played in the industrial accident prevention work 


‘of the country by a powerful insurance company. 





Casualty Notes. 


—The Kansas City Casualty of Kansas City has applied for a license in 
Oklahoma. ; 

—The New England Casualty of Boston has appointed the McCall Insurance 
Agency of Columbus, Ohio, as general agents for all lines for that State. 

—The Securities Insurance Company of Los Angeles, Cal., has been incor- 
porated, with a capital stock of $200,000, to write automobile and mortgage 
business. S. B. Dexter has been elected president, and M. W. Tilden, secretary. 

—The Consolidated Casualty Company of Pine Bluff, Ark., is being organized, 
with a proposed capital of $250,000. Officers elected so far are O. W. Clark, 
president, and A. S. Bayne, secretary and manager. The company will do a life 
and casualty business. 

—Daniel Cosgrove, district agent at Lowell, Mass., for the Equitable Accident 
of Boston, is running for Lieutenant-Governor in that State on the Progressive 
ticket. He is a native of Ireland and has for some years taken an active part 
in Massachusetts politics. 

—A branch office has been opened at St. Louis by the New Amsterdam 
Casualty of New York, and has been placed in charge of J. H. Kimball of Pitts- 
burg, formerly with the Union Casualty and Surety of St. Louis. The C. L. 
Crane Agency has represented that company at St. Louis since 1899. 

—The Equitable Casualty and Bank Depositors Company of Columbus, Ohio, 
has started to issue policies guaranteeing industrial deposits in banks. It has a 
capital of $200,000. W. B. Hopkins, chief bank examiner of the Banking De- 
partment of Ohio, has resigned to become chief examiner of the company. 

—The organization committee of the International Association of Casualty and 
Surety Underwriters appointed at the Old Point Comfort meeting for the pur- 
pose of forming the Association of Casualty Insurance Presidents, will meet 
Tuesday next. The plan is to form an organization similar to the Life Insurance 
Presidents Association. 

—The commercial accident and health business of the Appalachian Insurance 
Company of Bristol, Va., has been reinsured by the United States Health and 
Accident of Saginaw, Mich. The industrial business was recently reinsured by 
the Saginaw company. The Appalachian will confine itself to life business in 
the future, it is understood, 

—A commemorative medal has beer awarded to the Aetna Life of Hartford 
for its exhibit at the International Exposition of Hygiene in Dresden in 1911. 
This exhibit row forms a part of the permanent collection in the Berlin Museum 
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of Safety, being the first non-German exhibit to be installed there. It is grati- 
fying to the company to obtain this signal recognition of the work being done 
by its Bureau of Inspection and Accident Prevention, of which David Van Shaack 
is the director. The exhibit which received the award illustrated one of the 
activities of this bureau, viz., the books on safeguarding and safeworking which 
are prepared by Mr. Van Schaack and published by the company. 


~—-George T. Mahana and Parke A. Cooling have been appointed general agents 
for the State of California, with headquarters at Los Angeles, for the Western 
Casualty and Guaranty of Dallas. E. H. Laine has been appointed special agent 
for that teritory, and under their supervision. John W. Walker has been ap- 
pointed general agent for Southwest Missouri and Southeast Kansas. 


—The industrial branch of the Massachusetts Bonding of Boston made a special 
drive for business in September in honor of President T. J. Falvey. On Septem. 
ber 18 the branch passed the highest record for one month’s applications and 
expected to secure three thousand new applications by October 1. This depart 
ment is now in charge of Wm. W. Schank, formerly with the Pennsylvania 
Casualty of Scranton. 


—Several changes have been announced by the North American Accident of 
Chicago. Frank J. Forrest, manager at Denver, has been transferred to Detroit, 
where he will have charge of that city, as well as the territory along the lake as 
far as Buffalo. G. S, Dunscomb, manager at Seattle, goes to Denver, and J. L. 
Dunssomb, his brother, who has been at the San Francisco office, takes the 
supervision of the entire Coast territory. 


~—The Texas Department of Insurance and Banking has approved an amend. 
ment to the charter of the Texas Realty and Bonding Company of Waco, Tex., 
which authorizes the company to transact various other branches of insurance. 
Under the original charter the company was confined to do only fiduciary, 
fidelity, surety and guaranty business, but under the amendment just approved 
it is authorized to write general casualty lines. 


—A,. E. Wagner, vice-president of the Southern Surety of St. Louis, has re- 
signed to become manager of the factory franchise business of the National Life 
of U. S. A. of Chicago, as a State agent for the accident department. He was for 
many years assistant manager of the Phoenix Preferred Accident of Detroit until 
the reinsurance of that company about a year ago. Sill & Johnson have been 
appointed managers of the weekly payment accident business for Texas, with 
headquarters at Dallas. 





Surety Notes. 


—John D. Frazee of Chicago has been appointed assistant manager cf_ the 
Memphis office of the American Surety of New York, to take effect October 1. 

—The International Fidelity Insurance Company of Jersey City has appointed 
Henry S. Hawkes as general agent for Massachusetts, with headquarters at 
Boston. 


—The Southern Surety of St. Louis, which recently made application for a 
Missouri charter in place of the Oklahoma charter under which it was operating, 
has been incorporated, with a capital of $1,000,000. 

—Owing to the heavy increase in business, it has been necessary to remove the 
Philadelphia office of the Title Guaranty and Surety Company of Scranton, Pa., to 
more commodious quarters in the Pennsylvania building. 

—The contract for the bond for the addition to the Newton Street District 
School was awarded to Mr. Wolf of the Newark agency of the National Surety 
of New York. The amount will be somewhere between from $130,000 to $150,000. 


—L. S. Joseph & Co. of St. Louis have been appointed general agents for 
several Western States for the Southwestern Surety of Denison, Tex. The 
Joseph Company was formerly general agents of the Empire State Surety of New 
York. 

—The Union Guaranty of Mississippi, a company owned and operated by 
negroes, at a meeting of the stockholders, elected officers as follows: E. P. Jones, 
president; W. A. J. Morgan and S, M. Anderson, vice-presidents; L. K. Atwood, 
treasurer, and John W. Harris, secretary. 

—The officers of the National Federation of Surety Boards are arranging for 
a meeting to be held this month or later. Many of the local organizations 
throughout the country are arranging to become members of the organization, and 
exceptional interest has been shown in it by surety men. It is expected that the 
meeting will be a very interesting and important one. 

—President William B. Joyce, of the National Surety of New York, will have 
an indefinite leave, owing to the illness of Mrs. Joyce, which has caused him so 
much anxiety that his own physical condition has become affected. At a meeting 
of the directors it was voted to allow him any length of time that he might desire. 
It is probable that they will go to a more favorable climate. 

—Edward G. Eibler, New York managcr of the fidelity and surety department 
of the Maryland Casualty of Baltimore, bas been appointed superintendent of 
the fidelity and surety division of the inetropolitan department of the Globe 
Indemnity of New York. He was third vice-president of the old Bankers Surety 
of Cleveland and at one time with the National Surety of New York. 

—The newly organized firm of John F. Curry Agency, Inc., New York repre 
sentatives of the Southwestern Surety of Denison, Tex., will begin the active 
writing of business to-day. The members of the firm are well known in New 
York insurance circles, and no doubt will build up a large business for the 
Southwestern. John Baptiste, the resident secretary of the company’s casualty 
department, was formerly with the Armstrong Agency. 
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